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Treasure the Ram Tradition 
Operation: Code Red 

TENTATIVE HOMECOMING SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2008  
6 PM 
House II (Gospel Play) 
Featuring Stephanie Drake (of Tyler Perry 
Madea class reunion), Bishop John Health 
(of North Carolina Black Repertory 
Company), Stellar Award Winner DeWayne 
Woods, and more. 
WSSU Student Advance: $3.00 
WSSU Student Door: $5.00 
General Advance/Door: $10.00 
K.R. Williams 
 
8 PM 
Lighting of the Sign  
Thompson Center Hill (in front of the 
Rotunda) 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008 
5 PM- 6:30 PM 
Yo Momma/Wild N’ Out 
DJ Cuttz and Ray Johnson 
Hosted by Lawrence Owens and Antoine 
Scott 
TC Breezeway 
Sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha  
 
7:30 PM 
Comedy Show featuring McGriff and 
Lawrence Owens 
Hosted by Antoine Scott 
WSSU Student Advance: $5.00 
WSSU Student Door: $10.00 
General Public Advance: $10.00 
General Public Door: $15.00 
K.R. Williams Auditorium 
Sponsored by CAB 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2008 
5 PM- 6:30 PM 
Battleground – Freestyle Rap 
Competition 
Audition for Concert Opening Act 
Hosted by E-Baby and Ray Johnson 
TC Breezeway 
 
7:30 PM 
Poetry Slam 
E-Baby and Queen Sheba 
Hosted by Quill 
WSSU Student Advance/Door: $3.00 
General Advance/Door: $5.00 
Dillard Auditorium 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2008 
5 PM- 6:30 PM 
Music in the Breezeway/Karaoke 
Ram Hook-up Dating Game 
Hosted by Ray Johnson 
Breezeway 
Sponsored by CAB 
 
7 PM 
Coronation - K.R. Williams Auditorium 
 
9:30 PM 
Royal Ball – Masquerade Ball 
McNeil Banquet Hall 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2008 
11A.M. – 8 P.M. 
Ram Carnival/Vendors Bazaar   
K.R. Williams Plaza  
 
8 AM 
Alumni Return to Serve  
Thompson 207 A, B & C
 
3 PM 
Miss and Mr. Alumni Reception Tea
Place: Clarion Sundance Hotel and Spa 
  
6:30 PM 
School Spirit Residence Hall Judging  
WSSU Campus
 
7 – 10 PM 
Yard Fest/ Greek Stroll-Off Competition 
Featuring Status Quo from America’s Best 
Dance Crew 
Pitt Area 
Sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha and CAB 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2008 
8:45 AM 
Wreath Laying Ceremony 
Dr. Simon Green Atkins Statue 
 
9:45 AM 
Founder’s Day Convocation 
K.R. Williams Auditorium 
 
11AM – 8:00 PM 
Ram Carnival/Vendors Bazaar  
K.R. Williams Plaza  
 
11:30 AM - 5 PM 
Alumni Check-In and Registration    
Behind Greek Plots 
 
2 PM 
Red and White Mini Parade 
Clock Tower 
 
2:30 PM 
Red and White Day Party  
Behind Greek Plots 
 
7 PM 
Alumni Hall of Distinction Induction & 
Reception 
Benton Convention Center (North Main 
Hall Lobby) 
Crowning of Mr. and Miss Alumni & Gala 
Featuring: “Five Men On a Stool” 
Benton Convention Center (North Main 
Hall) 
 
8 PM 
Ebony Fashion Show  
Tickets: $30  
K.R. Williams 
 
9 PM 
RAM Pre-Homecoming Party
Featuring:  DJ Cease Fire of 102 Jamz 

*VIP: Classes of 1958, 1968, 1978, 1988 
Benton Convention Center (South Main 
Hall) 
 
Friday, Oct. 24 (cont.) 
 
9 PM 
Student Concert/After Party 
WSSU Student Advance: $20.00 
WSSU Student Door: $25.00 
General Advance: $30.00 
General Door: $35.00 
Millennium Center (Downtown Winston-
Salem) 
                                                                                      

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2008 
 
10 AM 
WSSU Parade 
Downtown Winston-Salem 
 
12-2 p.m. 
Alumni Check-In and Registration 
Bowman Gray Stadium - Tailgate Area 
 
12 PM – 4 PM 
Ram Carnival/Vendors Bazaar 
K.R. Williams Plaza 
 
12:30 PM 
Former Mr. & Miss Alumni Luncheon 
Place: TBA 
  
2 PM 
WSSU vs. Bethune Cookman Football 
Game 
Bowman Gray Stadium 
 
7:30 PM 
NPHC Step Show 
WSSU Student Advance: $7.00 
WSSU Student Door: $10.00 
General Advance/Door: $10.00 
K.R. Williams 
  
9:30 PM 
RAM “DOUBLE” Victory Extravaganza –  
70s & 80s Party - North Main Hall   
Featuring: Confunkshun & Brian Anthony of 
Kiss FM 105.7               
Grown & Sexy - South Main Hall 
Featuring Kid Capri & Technician The DJ 
Price: Check Web site (2 parties for the 
price of 1) 
Benton Convention Center 
 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2008 
 
Worship Services - Your choice 
 
6 PM 
Gospel Concert 
WSSU Students: Free 
General Public: $5.00 
K.R. Williams 
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Miss 
Alumni  
CHERYL BROOKS AKUMA 
 

 
 
Fellow Alumni, Ram Family, Friends, 
and Supporters: 
 
The journey of my reign as Miss 
Alumni 2007 has reached a plateau to 
its end.  However, I will never depart 
from the foundation of its purpose, 
along with the commitment that is 
intended. 
 
Winston-Salem State University, oh I 
am so glad to be a product of such a 
great institution.  I hold it in the highest 
esteem and extend my gratitude for 
how we as alumni offer our support 
and recognition.  
 
This triumph from beginning to end has 
brought so many new faces and 
experiences to my life.  During my 
encounters both with alumni and non-
alumni, I have expressed the 
significance behind this journey.  It is 
more than being a queen…the true 
honor is given to students and the 
university through the love we have to 
provide scholarships and educational 
support.  
 
During my reign, I was eager in 
seeking avenues of monetary and 
educational support from colleagues, 
friends and alumni.  I have initiated the 
collaboration between colleagues and 
the WSSU administration on a 
proposed project relating to 
Mathematics Instruction in Elementary 
Schools in North Carolina.  I have also 
seen the need to expand our alumni 
chapter database by initiating the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
organization of a new chapter to 
include Central New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. These are 
just a few ways that contributions to  
our university could be made.  There 
are so many ways that we can make a 
contribution.   
 
While the campaigns for Mr. and Miss 
Alumni will continue each year, this is 
one of the greatest ways you can make 
a contribution.  Please remember that 
the benefit can only be as high as you 
help make it to be.  Let us continue to 
give back and remember the road we 
traveled…someone helped us to get to 
where we are today, and feel good that 
now you have the opportunity to help 
someone else, and yes, they too, will 
be in our same shoes one day.    
 
Lastly, this is a very important election 
year.  Our future means of monetary 
and educational support will be greatly 
impacted by the elected President, 
administrative staff and officials.  
Please be smart and let your voice be 
heard.  It is not just a privilege, it is 
your right.  We must protect our 
children’s future. Do not let your goals 
become less attainable by someone 
else’s decision.   
 
Miss Alumni - 2008…I encourage you 
to follow your heart, take risks if 
necessary, and stand up for the 
university that prepared you to serve 
when you departed.  I pass this torch 
on to you as a link that will continue to 
burn for we, alumni, are together with 
you in unity and will serve together with 
a purpose towards giving back to 
Winston-Salem State University. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Cheryl Brooks Akuma - ‘77  
Miss Alumni - 2007  

 
 
 

Linked 
together in 

unity. 

Serving 
together with 

purpose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Alumni  
CLYDE A. CAUDLE, JR.  
 

 
 
 
To My Ram Family: 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed representing 
you as an Ambassador of our 
illustrious alma mater, Winston-Salem 
State University.  As the very first Mr. 
Alumni, I have and will continue to 
support and serve WSSU.  I had the 
opportunity to meet Ram family 
members from different generations 
and we shared how Winston-Salem 
State impacted our lives.  There was 
an immediate connection just as many 
of you have experienced when meeting 
fellow rams.  I have been able to share 
my wisdom and creative ideas to 
further advance the university.  As I 
stated before I am in it not to just talk 
about it, but to do something about it! 
 
I look forward to moving on to the next 
level of service with the university.  
Even though this is a farewell as Mr. 
Alumni 2007-2008, this is just the 
beginning of what you will see coming 
from Clyde Caudle!  I love Winston-
Salem State University and I plan to 
continue to show my love through my 
ideas, time, service and finances. 
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Thank you once again for allowing me 
to represent you and Winston-Salem 
State University. 
 
Love, 
Clyde A Caudle, Jr.  



MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT:  
 
Our Association seeks to engage all 
alumni and Ram supporters.  As a 
membership organization, we must 
continue to focus on growing our 
financial membership base. 
We continue to cultivate areas yielding 
new chapters along with revitalizing 
dormant ones.  We are committed to 
making our Association the best and 
will not settle for anything less.  Renew 
your membership and recruit a new 
member today! (www.wssunaa.org) 
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It is said that this election represents a 
defining moment in our country’s 
history.  The decision we make in 
November and over the next few years 
will shape a generation, if not a 
century.  It is a powerful reminder of 
the debt we all owe to those who 
marched for us and fought for us and 
stood up on our behalf; of the sacrifices 
that were made for us by those we 
never knew.  If we are serious about 
reclaiming the dream, we must do 
more in our lives, and our communities.  
Our work is not over.  Take up the fight 
for opportunity and equality for all.  
Make sure you are registered to vote 
and vote for Change in November. 
 
Thank you for your support and I 
welcome your ideas and input in 
moving our Association forward.  
Continue to make a difference and stay 
involved. 
 
Victor L. Bruinton 

 
CHAPTER NEWS 
 
ATLANTA 
  
The Atlanta Alumni hosted its annual  
Student Recruitment/Current Student  
Cookout on August 16 at the home of  
Kelvin L. Walton.  Students and  
parents enjoyed learning more about  
 WSSU from Atlanta alumni members. 
  
Winfred R. Mack, Jr. '80 is a 2008 Hall  
of Fame Inductee. The Atlanta Alumni  
chapter is proud of this great  
accomplishment for Winfred. 
  
Dr. Darlene Sowell-Darby '80 was  
promoted from Elementary School  
Principal to Middle School Principal in  
the Marietta City Schools. 
  

Kelvin L. Walton '87 was appointed to  
the WSSU Board of Visitors for a  
three-year term (2008-2011). 
  
Congratulation to the Atlanta Alumni  
Chapter Officers for 2008-2010: 
  
     Mike Murrell '75 -President 
     Jeff Jones '79 - Vice President 
     Marilyn Cruter '75 -Secretary 
     Janie Hardman '81-Treasurer   
        
BROWN 
 
Brown Alumni Chapter is eagerly  
anticipating its new fiscal year. One  
student from the Winston-Salem  
Forsyth County School System was  
awarded a scholarship at our first  
meeting on September 19.  He has  
already enrolled at WSSU and is  
doing quite well.  
 
Chapter officers are: 
  President – Barbara Puryear 
  Vice-President – Mildred Griffin 
  Recording Secretary – Josie Clemons 
  Asst Rec Sec  – Barbara Harriet 
  Financial Sec – Carnella Andrews 
  Treasurer – John Moore 
  Parliamentarian – Doris Moore 
  Chaplain – Jakay Erwin 
  
CHARLOTTE-QUEEN CITY 
 
The WSSU Charlotte-Queen City 
Rams Alumni Chapter has completed 
or planned the following activities: 
 
-Massage for the Cure (Susan B.  
  Komen) – September 15 
-Alumni Recruitment Rooftop Social –  
  September 18  
-Auto Bell Car Wash Fundraiser –  
  September 22 – October 22 

=Bus Trip to WSSU for Open House on  
  October 4 
-Pre-Homecoming Soiree – October 19 
-Adopting John Taylor Williams Middle  
  School to mentor at-risk students 
-Partnering with Charlotte educators to  
  revitalize the Northeast Learning  
  Community  
-Bowling ~4~ Scholars Tournament –  
  December 7 from 1 – 5 pm  
-CONGRATULATIONS 
 ♦Daphne Huntley on receiving her  
   MBA from the University of Phoenix 
♦Michelle Blackwell for being selected  
   as Girl Scout Master of the Year 
♦Christa Flood on her promotion to  
  Vice-Principal – John Taylor Williams  
  Middle School 
♦Verdell Sanders for retiring from  

  Mecklenburg Park and Recreation  

 
Jacqueline Pittman Cureton ‘73 
sincerely thanks everyone who 

supported her candidacy for the 2008-
2009 Miss Alumni contest. Your in-kind 

donations are greatly appreciated. 
 
 
DURHAM 
 
The Durham Chapter's 2008-2010 
Officers: 
 
Mr. Christopher Walker - President 
Ms. Siobahn Day - Vice President 
Ms. Leslie Johnson - Treasurer 
Ms. LeAnne Camp - Recording 
Secretary 
Ms. Kimberly Sherrill – Corres Secy 
 
Christopher Walker and Kimberly 
Sherrill participated in the Fall UNC-TV 
Festival in February with Mr. Arthur 
Hardin and the WSSU students.  
 
In April, the Chapter sponsored a "Yard 
Sale" to raise money for the Durham 
Chapter Scholarship Fund.  
 
Dr. "Chico" Caldwell visited the 
Durham Chapter in May to discuss 
"MARCH TO THE MEAC".  

 
 
The chapter is proud to award 
our 2008-09 scholarship to Mr.  
Trimaine Sligh, who is a freshman at 
WSSU. 
 
The chapter ended the fiscal year with 
a "Red & White Mixer". Our guest was 
Mr. Gregory Hairston, WSSU Director 
of Alumni Relations, and the Raleigh-
Wake Chapter. There were 35 "RAMS"  



ranging from the Class of 2008 to the 
Class of 1958. 
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Deborah Waddell Jackson ’81 was 
selected to serve as an Ambassador to 
the Paralympic Academy and traveled 
to Beijing , China, September 4-11.  
Ten people were selected from across 
the United States and Deborah was 
fortunate to land one of these slots.  As 
an ambassador, she accompanied 25 
challenged youth between the ages of 
12 and 18 years of age.   
   
NEW JERSEY 
 
 New Jersey Chapter hosted a 
spectacular luncheon honoring the 
extraordinary service of Cecil B. Cates 
'79 on Sunday, June 29, at the Hilton 
Newark Airport Hotel.  Cecil served as 
president for the alumni chapter for six 
years.  During his tenure as president, 
the chapter raised approximately 
$100,000 for WSSU and the WSSU 
National Alumni Association.  During 
the luncheon, the chapter presented its 
annual scholarship to Jaia Johnson-
Walker, a graduate of Columbia High 
School, Maplewood, New Jersey and 
an incoming freshman at WSSU.  
Mozelle Evans-Williams '65 was the 
luncheon chairperson.
  
 In June, Robert Rawls ‘80 was 
honored at the NAACP Annual 
Freedom Awards Dinner.  He received 
the Public Safety Award for his 
contributions to his profession and 
community. 

Newly elected president Robert Rawls 
also recently completed a fellowship in 
Senior Executives in State and Local 
Government program at Harvard 
University in Cambridge, Mass.  He 
studied at the John 
F. Kennedy School 
of Government 
under world-class 
professors 
and classmates that 
are elite public 
managers from 
around the world.
  
Robert is Director of 
the City of New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Fire Department.
 
 
PITT COUNTY 
 
The Pitt County Chapter kicked off its 
upcoming year with its annual Back To 
School Cookout. New and returning 
students and their families along with 
area alumni gathered at the home of 
Chapter President, Patti Sanders-
Smith for an afternoon of Ramtastic 
Food, Fellowship and Fun.  
 
According to the information received 
from the Admissions Office, Pitt County 
has 35 new and returning students to 
Winston-Salem State this fall. There 
has been a significant increase in the 
number of students choosing Winston-
Salem State from the Pitt County area. 
Many students attribute this to the 
quality of the programs at WSSU as 
well as the beautiful campus. The Pitt 
County Chapter has been instrumental 
in bringing WSSU to the Pitt County 
area through its participation in college 
fairs, hosting recruitment receptions 
and sponsoring trips to WSSU. 
The chapter is busy making plans for 
the Winter Board Meeting, which will 
be held in Greenville, January 16 and 
17. The Pitt County Rams will host a 
reception for Dr. Donald Reaves on 
Friday night and An Evening With the 
Rams Soiree on Saturday, which will 
include Old School Jazz, featuring Dr. 
Carroll Deshield’s Trio from 8:00 until 
10:00 and a New School After Party 
from 10:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. at the City 
Hotel and Bistro, the host hotel for the 
Winter Board Meeting.  This will be a 
scholarship fundraiser-- the tickets are 
$20 person and $35 a couple in 
advance and $25 per person at the 
door.  Please plan to spend an extra 
night in Greenville and enjoy the 

marvelous time we are planning for all 
of our out of town Rams.  
 
The Pitt County Chapter meets the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 
Sheppard Memorial Library at 6:30 
p.m. From more information contact 
Chapter President Patti Sanders-Smith 
@ 252.355.1003. 
 
 
RALEIGH-WAKE 
 
Raleigh-Wake installed the following 
new officers on May 17, 2008:  
President – Elijah Jay Haddock 
Vice-President – Charletta Sims-Evans 
Treasurer – Takeeta Tyson  
Assistant Treasurer – Monica Money 
Secretary – Luther Johnson 
Assistant Secretary – Daisie Blue 
Assistant Treasurer – Monica Money 
Parliamentarian – Ron Haynes 
  
The chapter is seeking new members; 
it meets on the 3rd Sunday each month 
at 3:00 pm at the Lions Park 
Community Center in Raleigh. Feel 
free to visit our website 
www.raleighwakewssu.org for 
additional information on our activities.  
  
Recent activities include:   
♦Awarded a $1000.00 scholarship to 
Kirby DeShawn Kirby.  
 
♦During our end-of-year celebration at 
Chavis Park, we presented outgoing 
chapter president Stanley Harding with 
a plaque recognizing him for his 
outstanding leadership and service. 
  
♦Upcoming activities include: 
Plan to sponsor a bus trip for high 
school students to the WSSU fall open 
house. 
 
♦Planning a “RAMS’ Nite Out” during 
the televised RAMS vs FAMU game. 
 
RICHMOND METRO 
 
Trent ‘79 and Shelby Curry held a 
cookout at their home on June 21 for  
the future Rams and incoming 
freshmen who were planning to attend 
WSSU in August.  Area alumni were in 
attendance giving out encouragement.  
Shelby, an honorary member of the 
chapter, gave out scholarship 
information, which she had put 
together.  Thanks to their neighbors 
who donated their special culinary 
treats for this occasion.  

http://www.raleighwakewssu.org/
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ROCKY MOUNT 
 
The five scholarship recipients who 
were awarded $500 each are:  Asia 
Sierra White, Bryanna McDonald, 
Courtney Johnson, Dominique Jerido, 
and Jasmine Glass.  Some members 
of our local chapter spent the summer 
assisting some of the recipients as they 
prepared for college life.  The chapter 
is now working on recruiting students 
for the Fall Open House.   
 
We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month at 6:00 p.m. at Braswell 
Memorial Library in Rocky Mount.    
 
VANCE COUNTY 
   
The Vance County chapter gave a 
$250 scholarship to entering freshman 
Crystal Harris of Creedmoor, North 
Carolina.   
 
Our primary focus this fiscal year is to 
increase the chapter's membership.  
Alumni that reside in Warren, Vance, 
Granville, and Franklin counties are 
encouraged to contact Antoinette Ball, 
1515 Lynne Ave., Henderson, NC  
27536.   
 
WASHINGTON, DC METRO 
 
The Washington, DC/ Metro Chapter 
meets the second Saturday of each 
month, excluding December, June, 
July, and August. Meetings are held 
at The First Baptist Church of 
Deanwood,  1008  45th St. NE , 
Washington, DC. 
 
A Denim and Diamond Affair was held 
on May 30 in support of the Miss 
Alumni Campaign. 
Annual Chapter Cookout was held 
June 7.
      
On August 9, Sean Bellamy 
coordinated and directed a Little Mr. & 
Miss Ram Pageant. 
      
A $500 scholarship was awarded to 
Cory Graves for 2008-09. 
 
The chapter and Carolyn Closs 
Walford, the Eastern Region's 2008 
Miss Alumni candidate, hosted a 
successful Jazz Luncheon on August 
22 at Andrews Air Force Base in Camp 
Springs, MD. The chapter rendered 
homage to Cheryl Akuma, the reigning 
Miss Alumni, and former Eastern 

Region Miss Alumni Queens. This was 
also one of many activities aimed at 
raising funds for the ongoing Miss 
Alumni campaign, which ultimately 
benefit Winston-Salem State University 
scholarships. The event included a fur 
fashion show sponsored by Adriana 
Furs, jewelry by Lia Sophia and 
alumna Benita Bazemore, and the 
music of Lori Williams and Friends.    
     The event culminated with drawings 
for a region wide raffle with prizes of 
$200, $100, and $50 and door prizes.  
     Participants pictured here 
modeled nearly 50 Adriana furs. 
Cheryl, former Eastern Region Miss 
Alumni Queens, and Carolyn are also 
pictured in their favorite furs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional chapter information 
email bufordmc@acninc.net or call 
301-957-4639 
 
 
EASTERN REGION  

 
The Advisory Board of the Eastern 
Region will hold its annual meeting in 
Washington, DC the second week of 
October 2008.  Additional information 
will be sent in a few weeks. 
 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

 
Walter “Butch” 
Gurley, class of 
1964, of Hampton, 
VA, passed away 
August 10, 2008. 
 
He was employed 
as a teacher at C. 
Vernon Spratley 
Middle School until 
his retirement in 

July 2008.  He had 43 years of service 
with Hampton City Schools and was 
dedicated to his students. 

 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR 
SISTERS? 
Rose James Lockhart 
 
In 1969, on the campus of Winston 
Salem State University, 12 dynamic 
bold sisters made history and stepped 
out with faith and determination and 
founded Swing Phi Swing Social 
Fellowship, Inc.®  The organization 
spawned chapters from the East Coast  
to the West Coast and is still growing 
at a phenomenal rate.  Founders of 
that organization, which is the sister 
organization to the Groove Phi Groove 
SFI® , were Jeanette Butler, Anita 
Chase (Watson), Beverly Dorn 
(Steele),  Finessa Dunovant (Walker), 
Jane Harris,  Rosalind Marshall 
(Tandy),  Marilyn Reid (Hill), Patricia 
Story, Ellen Tomlinson (Carter), 
Brenda Travers (Satterfield), Lorraine 
Watkins (Phillips) and Talma Woods. 
 
Most of the founders have been active 
members of the organization 
throughout the years; with the 
exception of Jeanette Butler, Jane 
Harris, and Patricia Story and Talma 
Woods. Many attempts have been 
made to locate these remaining four 
sisters.  The sisterhood of Swing Phi 
Swing® anxiously wants to locate their 
missing founding members.  If anyone 
has any idea how to contact any of 
these sisters please contact Founder 
Ellen Tomlinson Carter at either 2710 
Kilkare Avenue, Winston-Salem, NC 
27105,  336-575-2380 or 336 210-
2621; or our National President, Tanya 
McCoy Sutton, at 919-931-2704. 
 
Swing Phi Swing® will be celebrating its 
40th anniversary on April 1–5, in 
Winston-Salem, NC—the birthplace of 
the organization.  We want every 
founding member present and 
accounted for during our celebration, 
especially for Founders’ Day on April 4, 
2009.  In addition, the organization has 
also planned an added bonus 
celebration of our 40 years existence 
with a Bahamas Cruise July 16–20, 
2009.  Information on the cruise is 
available upon request. 
------------------------------------------------ 
 

        Nov. 4 
       Please exercise 
      your right to vote 

mailto:bufordmc@acninc.net
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UNSUNG HERO WEEKEND 
Bethel Burton 

 
Hundreds of excited participants 
gathered for the black-tie gala 
celebrating Unsung Heroes in the 
Raleigh-Durham community and 
recipients of the Clarence 'Big House' 
Gaines award on June 20.  This event 
honored the memory of the legendary 
basketball coach in addition to 
numerous other honorees who 
continue to do good work.  Dr. Charles 
Nelms, Chancellor of North Carolina 
Central University, welcomed 
attendees, and Dr. Donald J. Reaves, 
Chancellor of Winston-Salem State 
University presented trophies to the 
honorees. 
  
The gala recognized men and women 
who have gone the extra mile in their 
personal achievements, while at the 
same time empowered and 
encouraged young people to become 
accomplished and skilled leaders -- 
following their example.  The 2008 
Unsung Heroes included:  Vivienne 
Brown Conley of Winston-Salem, NC; 
Donald Cureton of Charlotte, NC; Tim 
Grant of Winston-Salem, NC; Carl 
Green of New York; Mary Wells Harley 
of Maryland; De Valdean Penn of 
Winston-Salem, NC; Monté Ross of 
Delaware, and George Williams of 
Raleigh, NC. 
  
The four Clarence 'Big House' Gaines 
award recipients from the Raleigh-
Durham area included:  Julius 
Chambers, former Chancellor of North 
Carolina Central University (NCCU) 
and Director of the Civil Rights Institute 
at the University of North Carolina, 
received the Public Service award; Dr. 
LeRoy Walker, Sr., also former 
Chancellor of NCCU and international 
Track and Field Coach, received the 
Education award; Anthony "Tony" 
Duke, founding family of Duke 
University and founder of Boys & Girls 
Harbor, received the Corporate award; 
and Mrs. Clara B. Gaines, wife of the 
late Coach Gaines received the 
distinguished Lady of Honor award in 
recognition of her lifelong commitment 
and dedication to service in her family, 
community and volunteer activities in 
the Winston-Salem and greater Triad 
region. 
  
Entertainment was provided by "Mixed 
Water,"  a jazz ensemble of Shaw 
University musicians.   

 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
OPEN HOUSE 

Saturday, October 4 
 

Winter Board Meeting 
January 16, 17, 2009 

Greenville, NC 
Hosted by Pitt County Alumni 

Chapter 
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  1 – Homecoming 2008 
  2 – Homecoming Schedule of Activities 
  3 –Farewell Letters from Miss Alumni and  
       Mr. Alumni 
  4 – President’s Letter, Chapter News 
  5 – Chapter News continued 
  6 – Chapter News continued, In  
        Memoriam, Have You Seen Our  
        Sisters? 
  7 – Unsung Hero Weekend, How to  
        Contact Us 
  8 -- Quote, Mailing Label 

 
CHECK US OUT… 

 
Website 

www.wssunaa.org 
 

E-Mail 
alumni@wssunaa.org 

     
 

  
ASSOCIATION LOCK BOX
 Reminder…  
Please mail ALL membership dues 
completed documentation to the 
Association's lockbox. If dues are 
mailed to the campus address, the 
process of receiving, posting and 
receipting the information is 
delayed. 
 
Dues should be mailed to:     
 
WSSU National Alumni Association 
Post Office Box 890670 
Charlotte, NC  28289-0670 
 
 
 

 
HOW TO CONTACT US 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please submit articles, 
suggestions, or comments to: 
 
TheBatteringRam@wssunaa.org
  
*************************************** 
Shown below are deadline dates 
for the four issues of The Battering 
Ram 
 
     Issue        Due Date 
 
     Winter          December 1 
     Spring         March 1 
     Summer         June 1 
     Fall               September 1 
 
******************************* 
This newsletter is an official 
publication of: 
 
WSSU National Alumni 
Association 
Alumni House 
Winston-Salem, NC 27110 
 

336/750-2122 
or toll free 
1-888-565-3870 

 
TheBatteringRam@wssunaa.org 
 
 
Victor L. Bruinton, President 
Catherine Pettie Hart, Editor 
 
 

mailto:Ram@wssunaa.org


  

 
Excellence is to do a common thing in an uncommon way. 

Booker T. Washington 
 

The man who views the world at 50 the same as he did at 20 has wasted 30 years of his life. 
Muhammed Ali 

 
The prejudiced people can’t insult you because they’re blinded by their own ignorance. 

Pearl Bailey 
 

Learn to see…listen…and think for yourself. 
Malcolm X 

 
There is no future for a people who deny their past. 

Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 
 

We must use time creatively…and forever realize that the time is always ripe to do great things. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
 

 
 
 
WSSU National Alumni Association 
Winston-Salem State University 
Alumni House 
Winston-Salem, NC 27110 
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“Linked together in unity.  Serving together with purpose.” 
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